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toothed margins.  Although dark green and shiny
above, their lower surfaces are paler, grayish, and
covered with a yellow �felt.�  Like all oaks, it is
monoecious and wind-pollinated.  Acorn cups are
composed of thick, tubercled scales.  The one-seeded
nuts are 2 to 6 cm long, oblong to elliptic, and mature
in less than 2 years.  On average, trees have high
acorn production once every 2 to 3 years.  Flowering
takes place from March to May.  Fruits mature
between August and October.

Distribution
Canyon live oak occurs in the mountains of southern
Oregon, California, eastward to Arizona and New
Mexico.  For current distribution, please consult the
Plant Profile page for this species on the PLANTS
Web site.

Adaptation
Canyon live oak often occurs on moderate to steep
slopes and is a common element in the mixed
evergreen and conifer forests of California, ranging
in elevation from 200 to 2700 m.  It also is somewhat
resistant to sporadic fires, often re-sprouting from the
base or re-establishing from seedlings.
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attached.  Near the end of the first season, seedlings
should be thinned to 2 or 3 per hole and to 1 seedling
by the second season.  Supplemental watering may
be necessary if a drought of 6 weeks or more occurs
during the spring.

Container Planting: Seeds may be planted in one-
gallon containers, using well-drained potting soil that
includes slow-release fertilizer.  Tapered plastic
planting tubes, with a volume of 10 cubic inches, also
may be used.  Seeds should be planted 1 to 2 inches
deep and the soil kept moist.  Seedlings should be
transplanted as soon as the first true leaves mature.
Planting holes should be at least twice as wide and
deep as the container.  Seedlings may require
watering every 2 to 3 weeks during the first season.
Care should be taken to weed and mulch around
young plants until they are 6 to 10 inches tall.

Management
General: Canyon live oak is not perceived as
declining throughout much of its natural range.
Significant loss of habitat is unlikely since this
species occurs primarily on mountain slopes and
canyons on public lands.  Nevertheless, where fuel
loads are high, fire may cause local extirpation.
However, regeneration by seeds appears to be one of
the highest reported for western oaks.

Cultivars, Improved and Selected Materials (and
area of origin)
Please check the Vendor Database, expected to be
on-line through the PLANTS Web site in 2001 by
clicking on Plant Materials.  It is best to plant species
from your local area, adapted to the specific site
conditions where the plants are to be grown.
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For more information about this and other plants, please contact
your local NRCS field office or Conservation District, and visit the
PLANTS <http://plants.usda.gov> and Plant Materials Program
Web sites <http://Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov>.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA�s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and
TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
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